
 

 

JUNIOR NEWSLETTER 2021 
 

 
1st March 2021 

 

Dear Juniors/Parents/Guardians 
 

“HOORAY” – the lockdown is nearing the end of its days.  Schools are reopening, many vaccines have been 

administered and life as we used to know it is slowly returning to normal just in time for the start of the 

Club’s 2021/22 membership year. 

 

Farewell to 2020 and the uncertainty it brought with it.  Now is the time to look ahead, dust off your racquets 

and get back on court.   

 

Firstly, may we ask you to please take the time to read our Chairman’s letter as this details a number of 

important factors regarding the reopening of the Club, subscriptions and grounds improvements to name 

but a few.  

 

We would like to reassure you that we are doing our best to be Covid secure.  Prior to the start of term you 

will be sent an email detailing the safety procedures which parents/guardians, children and coaches should 

follow.  Your assistance in complying with Covid regulations will be appreciated and if you have any 

recommendations on how we can improve this process or you have any concerns please let Zana know. 
 

Coaching Team News 

It is with great pleasure that we can announce that Jamie has been promoted to Head Coach.  His new role 

will see him taking on more responsibility regarding the running of the coaching programme on and off the 

court.  Kathy’s role has changed to that of Director of Coaching and whilst she will still be offering coaching 

she will be focusing more on how the coaching team can improve the coaching programme/facilities which 

we have on offer.   
 

Together with Clive and Sarah we will continue to work together with the help of Team Leaders who actively 

work alongside the coaching team to ensure Avondale can continue to run a successful coaching programme 

throughout the year.   
 

Coaching Sessions 

It is presumed that a player will continue coaching on a term by term basis unless otherwise advised by the 

parent. At the current time all Mini/Junior coaching sessions are limited to 15 players (excluding coach and 

Leader(s)).   

 

Each term the coaching team will meet and discuss the players. Should they feel your child is ready for a 

change they will advise you prior to the start of the following term, or sooner if appropriate.  Alternatively, 

if your child is not happy in the group they have been placed please contact Zana.  If you do not tell us 

there is a problem we cannot rectify it. 
 

Cancellations 

The coaching staff reserve the right to cancel any group at any time if it is found that there are not a 

sufficient number of players to make the running of the course viable.  Should this occur the coaching staff 

will suggest alternative groups for the players to attend. 
 

If a lesson is cancelled by Avondale due to bad weather conditions or staff illness you will receive a refund 

for each cancelled lesson at the end of term or alternatively if we are able we will offer a replacement lesson. 
 

Half a term’s notice is required should you wish to cancel during an existing term.   
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Junior Membership – Subscription Renewal 

Upon renewal of your 2021/22 membership you will receive a membership tag, which MUST be worn on 

your shoes at all times whilst at the Club as proof of membership.  Mini players will be contacted as they 

approach membership age, i.e. children who will turn 11 between 1 April and 31 August will need to become 

members at the start of the Winter term (i.e. 1 September) and pay the pro rata subscription rate. 

Children who will turn 11 between 1 September and 31 March will need to become members at the start of 

the following membership year, i.e. 1 April. 
 

Club Correspondence 

Avondale use various methods of communication/social media in order to advise parents/members of any 

upcoming events, important changes, cancellations, etc.  It is important that you keep an eye on the 

noticeboards in the clubhouse (when open) and regularly check the website.  Our preferred method of 

communication is via email (upon renewal of membership please ensure all email details are up to date and 

are recorded under both your name and the junior member’s name), closed Facebook group and each 

coaching session has its own WhatsApp group.  Please contact Zana if you need help in setting any of these 

up. 
 

Safeguarding in Tennis  

All players should be reassured that Avondale Tennis Club has appropriate Safeguarding Policies in place 

and these can be accessed by clicking here.  If any member has any issue relating to Safeguarding at the 

Club please contact our Welfare Officer, Paul Kemsley on 07747 105459. 
 

British Tennis Membership and Ratings  

We encourage Junior members to become British Tennis members and gain an LTA rating which is a way of 

measuring your tennis ability and ensures you enter the correct level of competition should you decide to 

do so.  There are various membership categories available – please visit https://www.lta.org.uk/member/ 

for further information.  Please remember to put Avondale as your place to play.  Click here  for a step by 

step guide on becoming a British Tennis member.  Being a British Tennis member also entitles you entry 

into the Wimbledon ballot each year provided you are a member of the Club. 

 

Holiday Camps 

Forthcoming holiday camps are scheduled for the Easter and Summer Holidays as well as May and October 

Half Term.   Information will be circulated to you and posted on the club website approximately six weeks 

prior to each camp.  Bookings are now being taken for the Easter camps.   
 

Monday Social Evenings – 6.00pm-8.00pm  

We are excited to announce that Monday Night Junior Social evenings will recommence on 7 June.  We 

would like to open this evening up to include parents therefore creating a family social.  This evening is to 

give children currently on the programme (aged 9-16) the opportunity to play more tennis outside of their 

lessons, with their friends and family, in an attempt to practice what they have learnt.  Younger children 

are also welcome, however, must be accompanied by a parent.  Cost: Members free – Junior Non-Members 

£3.00/Adult Non-Members £4.00.  Further information will be distributed in May when we will be in a better 

position to advise on “gatherings”! 
 

Family Fun Drills and Games – Monday 7.00pm-8.00pm 

These sessions are open to a child aged 9+ and a parent (or other person in the family aged 18+): 

• parent Member, child Member.  Cost nil. 

• parent Member, child Non-member.  Cost £4. 

• parent Non-member, child Member.  Cost £4. 

Due to LTA regulations drills must be pre-booked.  At the time of writing we may only accommodate 6 

families over 2 courts. 
 

  

http://avondaletennisclub.co.uk/?page_id=8671
https://www.lta.org.uk/member/
http://avondaletennisclub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/How-to-Join-British-Tennis.pdf
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TOURNAMENTS/MATCHES 
 

Junior Tournament  

Last year we were going to trial a new format for the Junior Tournament, however, unfortunately this could 

not go ahead.  In an attempt to try and boost entries we anticipate hold a two day event on Tuesday 31 

August and Wednesday 1 September (times TBC), with the finals being held over the weekend of 4-5 

September. Further information will be circulated later in the year.  Entering tournaments is a great way to 

build up confidence and gain experience of match play and results go towards your rating.   
 

 

Family Tournament – Saturday 5 June 2020, 9.00-12.00 

The Family Tournament is played in pairs.  Each pair comprises a child under 18 and another member in 

the family aged over 18.  At least one player must be a Club Member.  The format is dependent on the 

number of entries and variety of ages and will be revealed on the day. There will be a handicap system to 

make play fairer.  Further information will be circulated nearer the time.  Numbers will be limited to meet 

LTA/Government Covid guidelines. 
 

In-House Holiday Tournaments/Friendly Matches 

The coaching team will organise holiday Mini and Junior tournaments during the school holidays as well as 

friendly matches against neighbouring clubs when possible.  Players will be advised of the relevant dates as 

and when they occur. 
 

Road to Wimbledon Tennis Challenge 
 

The Road to Wimbledon is a unique singles competition providing an opportunity for venues to engage and 

inspire 14U players (born 1 January 2007 – 31 December 2010).  The key is to create a fun, sociable 

competition for players.  The event will take place prior to 6 June 2021.  Depending on numbers we hope 

to be able to enter both a girls and boys event.  Further information will be sent to eligible members 

We look forward to seeing you on the courts during the months ahead. 

 
 

Kathy Charles, Director of Coaching 

Tel: 01252 850948  

Email: kathy.charles@btinternet.com 

Jamie Fletcher, Head Coach 

Tel: 07708933235 

Email: jamie.cheetham@live.com 

  

 
Zana Fletcher, Coaching Administrator 

Tel: 07914 822724   

Email: avondalecoaching@virginmedia.com 
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