
 

 

CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER 2021 
 

 

                      5th March 2021 
 

I am pleased to announce that we are planning to re-open the Club on Monday 29th March for singles 

and doubles play and coaching activity. The Rule of Six and social distancing rules must be complied with 

while at the Club. We are awaiting LTA/Government confirmation that we can open the pavilion for access 

to the toilets and a further up-date will be posted on the Club website nearer the time. We expect the 

floodlights to be available. 

 

At present it is difficult to plan anything with certainty and all we can do is plan as best we can and adapt 

if the circumstances change but if the Government Roadmap remains on target, we should be able to 

open up more widely as we move into spring and this letter outlines how we hope to do this. 

 

Tournaments 

Once the Club is open, we shall be starting our annual Handicap and Club Tournaments and the details 

and entry forms for these will be available shortly from Zana Fletcher. The deadline for Handicap 

Tournament entries is 2nd April and the deadline for Club Tournaments entries is 23rd April. You 

will therefore need to apply quickly if you wish to play in these tournaments. A schedule setting out key 

dates and eligibility for tournaments is attached to the covering email. 

 

The Singles Box League which was started last year will recommence as soon as the Club opens. Please 

see the website for further details. 

 

League Tennis 

The Aldershot League will be returning this summer, although the first fixtures will be a little later than 

usual.  

 

Future Plans 

We hope to widen our activities when the Government’s Roadmap reaches Step 3 which is expected no 

earlier than 17th May. At that time we aim to resume our social tennis mix in programme and to re-

commence supplying shared tennis balls to those members who wish to use them. 

 

If all goes well, we hope to run our first American Tournament on Bank Holiday Monday 31st May. The 

arrangements for this tournament will be different from the past in that the number of players will be 

limited so members will need to register in advance to play and there will be no refreshments. Further 

details will be provided nearer the time on the website.  

 

Later in the summer we hope to return to providing afternoon teas for our events. These seem a long 

way off at present, but they are something more to look forward to if the restrictions ease as planned. 

We shall certainly need volunteers to help with teas and the running of the tournaments and if you are 

willing to volunteer please contact Debra Norton or Zana. 

 

Looking further ahead we hope to run a Quiz evening in the early autumn and we already have the Army 

Golf Club booked for our Christmas Dinner Dance on Thurs 9th December – certainly a date to look 

forward to! 

 

Please monitor the Club’s website and Facebook page over the next few months to keep up to date. 

 

Subscriptions 

Subscriptions for the year 2021/22 are due on 1st April. Full instructions for renewing your membership 

and paying your subscription are included in the covering email. 

 

As the lockdown is dragging on for five weeks longer than anticipated in my last communication the 

Committee has decided to provide a 10% discount on subscription rates for renewing members as set 

out in the following table. New members will pay the undiscounted rate. 
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Type of Membership Discounted Subscription 

Senior Member £171 

Off Peak Member £113 

Junior Member £50 

Student (living at home) £50 

Student (living away from home) £32 

Social Member £14 

 

Thank you to all the members who have kindly supported the Club over the last 12 months with 

donations. Following receipt of these together with Government grants via Hart District Council we have 

been able to balance the books during our current financial year. Although we always welcome donations, 

this year we would ask all existing members to pay the discounted amount as set out above for the sake 

of simplicity. Please remember that you will not be able to book a court if you have not renewed your 

subscription by 30th April. Following receipt of your subscription payment you will be sent a plastic 

membership tag which is to be worn on your tennis shoes when playing at the Club. 

  

When renewing your subscription please check that your personal information on ClubSpark is correct 

and consider giving the Club consent to use your data by ticking the relevant boxes. The Club does not 

pass on your personal information to third parties. 

 

Wimbledon Tickets Draw 
For many years we have held a successful draw at the Club for Wimbledon tickets. We do not know 

whether spectators will be allowed at Wimbledon this year but regardless of this the LTA has decided to 

change the way they allocate tickets to British Tennis members and in future they will be drawn centrally 

by the LTA and distributed directly to the successful British Tennis members. As a result, there will be 

no Wimbledon tickets draw at any tennis club this year or in future years. This is clearly a retrograde 

step for all tennis clubs but sadly it is outside our control. You will still be able to enter the Wimbledon 

Ballot on this revised basis, but you will be required to opt-in annually. Due to Covid the LTA have not 

yet been able to launch their opt-in window for this year’s Ballot but information on how to opt-in will be 

available as soon as the LTA is in a position to launch this window for 2021.  

  

Grounds 

During the winter, the car park has been resurfaced and the broken paving flags replaced with a tarmac 

path. The practice court wall is still cracked, and we hope to make repairs this summer. We have 

previously had the wall assessed by a structural engineer who advised that it is safe for normal tennis 

practice. The padlock code on the entrance gate has now been changed to 1908. This should be easy to 

remember as it was the date the Club was founded and can be seen on the pavilion clock. 

 

After playing, please help to keep the Club in good order by removing your belongings and all rubbish 

from the courts, closing the gates, and generally looking after the courts and nets. If you identify any 

problems with the courts or the grounds please advise Mike Thornley, our Grounds Committee Member, 

or any other Committee Member. 

 

People 

Thank you to all Committee members for your tremendous work for the Club over the last 12 months. 

It has been an unprecedented year and we have held far more meetings than usual, sometimes at short 

notice, to enable us to respond to the many and frequent changes in the regulations governing our sport. 

We are now looking forward to a busy year of tennis and as we rebuild our tournaments and social 

activities, we shall need help from many members so if you are able to volunteer your assistance please 

contact a member of the Committee. Congratulations to Jamie Cheetham who has been promoted to 

Head Coach with Kathy Charles now overseeing the coaching programme as Director of Coaching, 

spending more time off court to develop the programme.  

 

I look forward to seeing you on the courts soon and I hope that you and your families remain healthy in 

the months ahead. 

 

 

Paul Treacy 

Hon. Chairman 


