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                      20th February 2020 
 
Welcome to another season of tennis at Avondale. I hope that the winter storms are now behind us 
and we can look forward to the longer days and hopefully sunnier weather in the months ahead. 
 
League Tennis 
We recently hosted the Aldershot League AGM and collected a trophy to celebrate our Men’s A team 

winning the Premier Division last summer. We also collected pennants to commemorate successes for 
our Ladies B team (Division 1 winners in both winter and summer), Men’s B (winners Winter Division 
2a), Men’s D (winners Winter Division 4a) and the Mixed B and C teams who won divisions 2 and 3 in 
the summer. Congratulations also to the Men’s A team who won Division 3a in the Hants & IoW League 
last summer and to the Veterans’ A team who won the East Hants Veterans Division 1 in both winter 
and summer with the Veterans B team winning summer Division 2. 
 
The Men’s Premier Division trophy is now in our display cabinet and the pennants have been hung on 
the wall in the pavilion. If any teams wish to have their photograph taken with their pennant/trophy for 
publication on our website please contact Katherine Rusbridge.  
 
Subscriptions 
Full instructions for renewing your membership and paying your subscription are included in the 
covering email. As agreed at the AGM we have increased subscriptions for the first time in 7 years with 
Senior Membership rising from £175 to £190 and Off Peak from £115 to £125 and small increases in 

other categories but Junior Membership remains unchanged at £55. Please ensure you pay the correct 
amount no later than the due date of 1st April. Members who have not renewed their subscription by 
30th April will not be able to book a court.  
  
When renewing your subscription please check that your personal information on ClubSpark is correct 
and consider giving the Club consent to use your data by ticking the relevant boxes. The Club does not 
pass on your personal information to third parties and by giving your consents you are enabling the 

Club to continue to run in the way we have done for many years. 
  
Following receipt of your subscription payment you will be sent a plastic membership tag. Please wear 
this on your tennis shoes when playing at the Club. 

  
Wimbledon Tickets Draw 
The draw for Wimbledon tickets will be held on Wednesday 6th May with registration from 6.30pm 

and the draw at 7pm. To be eligible for this draw you must have paid your subscription and be opted in 
via British Tennis. If you haven’t opted in already then sadly it is too late to do so now. 
 
Tournaments  
We have a full tournaments programme planned and all details and entry forms for the Handicap and 
Club Tournaments will be available shortly from Zana Fletcher. The deadline for Handicap 
Tournament entries is 25th March while the deadline for Club Tournaments entries is 24th 
April. The season opens with our annual Smiths Cups weekend on 4th/5th April – these are 

afternoon tournaments for Ladies’ Doubles (Saturday 4th April) and Men’s Doubles (Sunday 5th April) 
and provide an opportunity for competitive tennis before the summer league season begins. Please 
sign up for the Smiths Cups on the sheets which will be put on the notice board over the next couple of 
weeks. We shall be holding our popular American Tournaments on Bank Holidays throughout the 
summer.  These are fun to play in with a delicious tea and a good way for new members to meet other 
players. There is no need to pre-register for the Bank Holiday Tournaments– just come to the Club at 
1.15pm on the day. Don’t forget that the early May Bank Holiday this year is on a Friday. We shall 
need volunteers to help with the organisation of the tournaments and the teas – if you can help please 
sign up on the list on the notice board.  
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Social Events 
The next social event is a Quiz Evening on Thursday 16th April. At the time of writing there are just 
a few spaces left for this quiz so if you wish to attend please see the list on the notice board as soon as 
possible. Our dinner dance last November was another excellent evening and we have already booked 
the Army Golf Club for this year’s dinner dance which will be on Friday 4th December – please save this 
date in your diary. 
 
Website and Social Media 
All events at the Club will be advertised on the website, Facebook and as well as on the notice board so 
keep an eye on these for forthcoming attractions. There is free WiFi available in the pavilion – please 
see the notice board for login information. For other passwords and Facebook access please contact 
Zana Fletcher on zana.fletcher@virginmedia.com. 

 
Grounds and Pavilion 
To improve security at the Club we have recently installed a gate at the entrance to the car park. At 
the present time we are keeping the gate locked as much as possible so please take care when driving 
in as the gate may be closed. The last person to leave the Club is responsible for closing and locking 
the gate as well as locking up the pavilion – both the main entrance door and the external door next to 
the kitchen. The padlock code for the gate can be found adjacent to the telephone in the pavilion.  

 
Last year we repaired our practice wall following the appearance of two large cracks. Sadly, the cracks 
have returned but we hope to make further repairs this summer. In the meantime, we have had the 
wall assessed by a structural engineer who has advised that it is safe for normal tennis practice. 
 
During the winter we have had the inside of the pavilion repainted and new flooring installed in both 
changing rooms and the kitchen. The building now looks clean and refreshed - please help us to keep it 
that way. 

 
A number of members have been in the habit of bringing their dogs to the Club and for the most part 
these are well behaved. From time to time problems do occur and I would take this opportunity of 
reminding members of the By Law which requires that pets should not be allowed to enter the pavilion. 
This is particularly important now that we have had the building redecorated. While dogs are allowed in 
the car park and grounds they should be kept under the owner’s control at all times. 
 
Your Committee 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all Committee members for their tremendous work for the 
Club over the last 12 months. 
 
Thank you also to the many Club members who are not on the Committee but have given their time in 
so many different ways. We are always looking for volunteers to help at the Club and if you are able to 
give some of your time please contact me or another member of the Committee.  

 
Best wishes for a happy and successful year of tennis at Avondale. 
 
 
 
 
Paul Treacy 
Hon. Chairman 
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