
 

 

CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER 2019 
 

 

                       1st March 2019 

 

Welcome to another season of tennis at Avondale. Following the glorious weather in February it already 

feels as though spring has arrived and we hope for more fine weather for tennis in the months ahead. 

 

League Tennis 

As usual Avondale hosted the Aldershot League AGM in February and we collected pennants won by our 

Ladies C team (winners Division 2 in both summer and winter), the Men’s B team (winners summer 

Division 2) and the Boys 14 and Under team (summer league winners). Well done to these teams. 

Congratulations also to the Men’s A team who won Division 4a in the Hants & IoW League last summer 

and to the Veterans’ A team who won the East Hants Veterans League Division 1 in both last winter and 

in the summer. 

 

Selection for League tennis is organised by a Committee of team captains, chaired by Sarah Henbrey but 

Sarah has decided to step down after 4 years in the role. I would like to thank Sarah for all her hard 

work over this time and am pleased to advise that Paul Kemsley will take over as Chair of this Selection 

Committee. 

 

Subscriptions 

The Club’s finances continue to be in good health and once again there is no increase in subscriptions 

this year but please ensure your subscription is paid promptly by the due date of 1st April. Full details 

about how to renew and pay are included in the covering email. Members who have not renewed their 

subscription by 30th April will not be able to book a court. Please ensure you wear your membership tag 

on your tennis shoes when playing at the Club. 

 

GDPR Consents 

Members will recall the change in the Data Protection laws last year and this caused a huge amount of 

work for members of the Committee. When renewing your subscription please help us by ensuring that 

your personal information on ClubSpark is correct and consider giving the Club consent to use your data 

by ticking the relevant boxes. The Club does not pass on your data to third parties and by giving your 

consents you are enabling the Club to continue to run in the way we have done for many years. 

 

Tournaments  

We have a full tournament programme planned and all details and entry forms for the Handicap and Club 

Tournaments will be available shortly from Zana Fletcher. The deadline for Handicap Tournament 

entries is 24th March while the deadline for Club Tournaments entries is 26th April. The season 

opens with our annual Smiths Cups weekend on 6th/7th April – these are afternoon tournaments for 

Ladies’ Doubles (Saturday 6th April) and Men’s Doubles (Sunday 7th April) and provide an opportunity for 

competitive tennis before the summer league season begins. Please sign up for the Smiths Cups on the 

sheets which will be put on the notice board over the next couple of weeks. Once again we shall be 

holding American Tournaments on all Bank Holiday Mondays throughout the summer. These are fun to 

play in with a delicious tea and a good way for new members to meet other players. There is no need to 

pre-register for the Bank Holiday Tournaments– just come to the Club at 1.15pm on the day. Once again 

we shall need volunteers to help with the tournament teas – if you can help please sign up on the list on 

the notice board.  

 

William Carlisle has decided to step down from organising our one day tournaments and I thank William 

and his family for making these such fun over the last 3 years. We shall need volunteers to organise 

these tournaments this summer and if you can help please add your name to the list on the notice board. 

 

Wimbledon Tickets Draw 

The draw for Wimbledon tickets will be held on Wednesday 8th May with registration from 6.30pm and 

the draw at 7pm. To be eligible for this draw you must have paid your subscription and be opted in via 

British Tennis.
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Saturday 1st June 

We have a busy day planned for Saturday 1st June with a Family Tournament in the morning followed by 

other events in the afternoon when we shall be welcoming Robyn Moore, a Fleet resident who is travelling 

round Britain hitting tennis balls at 46 tennis venues throughout June to raise money for the tennis 

charity iplay30. Her tour begins in Fleet and finishes on courts in the Wimbledon area. Full information 

about the events taking place on this day will be provided nearer the time. 

 

Courts 1 and 2 

Courts 1 and 2 are now 10 years old and showing their age so we shall be re-carpeting them soon with 

the same two tone artificial grass we have on the other courts. The work has been tentatively booked 

for the 2 weeks commencing 18th March but is highly sensitive to adverse weather so this timetable is 

subject to change. While the work is being done we shall only have four courts available so please bear 

with us during this time. We know from experience that once resurfaced the new courts can take a few 

months to settle down and they can be slippery in some weather conditions so please ensure that you 

have suitable tread on your tennis shoes and take care when playing. 

 

Ball machine 

Our ball machine has become unreliable in recent months and we are presently evaluating a replacement. 

When this is available we shall announce it on the website. 

 

Social Events 

We are planning another Quiz Evening on Thursday 2nd May. These quizzes are very popular so please 

make a note in your diary and look out for the sign up sheet which will be put on the notice board. Our 

dinner dance last December was another excellent evening and we have already booked the Army Golf 

Club for this year’s dinner dance which will be on Friday 29th November – another date to save in your 

diary. 

 

LTA Audit of the Club 

The LTA have now ended Tennismark accreditation and instead now require all LTA registered clubs to 

meet Minimum Standards in five areas, focussing particularly on Safeguarding and Health & Safety. 

These standards are audited by LTA visits to clubs and we had our first audit in February. I am pleased 

to say that the LTA were satisfied that the Club meets all their Minimum Standards and in some areas 

we exceed them. Thank you to Paul Kemsley, our Welfare Officer for his work preparing for the audit. If 

you have any concerns about Safeguarding issues please contact Paul – you will find his contact details 

on the notice board and website. 

 

Website and Social Media 

All events at the Club will be advertised on the website, Facebook and as well as on the notice board so 

keep an eye on these for forthcoming attractions. There is free WiFi available in the pavilion – please see 

the notice board for login information. For other passwords and Facebook access please contact Zana 

Fletcher on zana.fletcher@virginmedia.com. 

 

Your Committee 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all Committee members for their fantastic work for the Club 

over the last 12 months. I am delighted to say that we now have two additional Committee Members– 

Mike Thornley who has taken on the role of Grounds member and Jane Dow who will represent the Club 

at County LTA meetings. 

 

Thank you also to the many Club members who are not on the Committee but have given their time in 

so many different ways. We are always looking for volunteers to help at the Club and if you are able to 

give some of your time please contact me or another member of the Committee.  

 

Best wishes for another enjoyable year of tennis at Avondale. 

 

 

 

Paul Treacy 

Hon. Chairman 
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