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                       1st March 2018 

 

 

Welcome to another season of tennis at Avondale. With snow on the ground at the time of writing I am 

looking forward to some warmer weather in the months ahead. 
 

League Tennis 

As usual Avondale hosted the Aldershot League AGM in February and it was announced that the League 

celebrates its 70th birthday this year, having been formed in 1948. The League Committee has calculated 

that Avondale was overall the most successful club during this 70 years - let’s hope the next 70 years 

are as successful. At the League AGM I collected cups on behalf of the Ladies’ A and Mixed A teams for 

winning their respective Premier divisions in winter 16-17. These trophies can now be seen in the display 

cabinet at the Club. We also received pennants for the successes of the Ladies B (winners Division 1) 

and the Men’s C team (winners Division 4) last summer. Congratulations to all these teams. Well done 

also to the Veterans’ A team who won the East Hants Veterans League Division 1 in winter 16-17 and 

again last summer. 
 

Social Tennis 

Social tennis has continued throughout the winter and if you have not played during the cold weather do 

come along to one of the social tennis mix in sessions on Sunday afternoons, Monday mornings, 

Wednesday evenings and at 11am on Friday mornings. Wednesday evening is for Senior Members only 

but Off Peak Members may play in the Sunday and weekday daytime social mix ins. Please come along 

and you will be made very welcome. 
 

Subscriptions 

Those members who attended our AGM in November will know that the Club’s finances continue to be in 

good health despite the heavy capital expenditure on re-carpeting courts 5 and 6 last spring. Given our 

strong financial position we have again been able to hold subscriptions at the same level. Please ensure 

your subscription is paid promptly by the due date of 1st April. Full details about how to renew and pay 

are included in the covering email. Members who have not renewed their subscription by 30th April will 

not be able to book a court. Please ensure you wear your membership tag on your tennis shoes when 

playing at the Club. 
 

Tournaments  

We have a full tournament programme planned and all details and entry forms for the Handicap and Club 

Tournaments will be made available to be downloaded from the Club’s website 

www.avondaletennisclub.co.uk: The deadline for Handicap Tournament entries is 23rd March while the 

deadline for Club Tournaments entries is 20th April. The season opens with an American Tournament 

on Easter Monday (2nd April).  Our American Tournaments are held on all bank holiday Mondays 

throughout the summer and are fun to play in with a delicious tea. There is no need to pre-register for 

the American Tournaments– just come to the Club at 1.15pm on the day. Our annual Smiths Cups 

weekend takes place on 14th/15th April – these are afternoon tournaments for Ladies’ Doubles 

(Saturday 14th April) and Men’s Doubles (Sunday 15th April) and provide an opportunity for competitive 

tennis before the summer league season begins. Please sign up for the Smiths Cups on the sheets which 

will be put on the notice board nearer the time. Once again we shall need volunteers to help with the 

tournament teas – if you can help please sign up on the list on the notice board.  
 

Wimbledon Tickets Draw 

The draw for Wimbledon tickets will be held on Weds 2nd May with registration from 6.30pm and the 

draw at 7pm. To be eligible for this draw you must have paid your subscription and be opted in via British 

Tennis. 
 

Social Events 

We are planning another Quiz Evening on Thursday 19th April. These are very popular events so 

please sign up quickly on the sheet which will appear on the notice board. Our dinner dance last 

December was another excellent evening and we have already booked the Army Golf Club for this year’s 

dinner dance which will be on Friday 7th December – please save the date in your diary. 

 

http://www.avondaletennisclub.co.uk/
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Courts 

The re-carpeted courts 5 and 6 have settled down and are now playing well. We shall be having all courts 

cleaned over a two day period this spring and advance notice will be provided nearer the time on the 

website. Courts 1 and 2 are almost 10 years old and are now starting to show their age so hopefully they 

will play better after their spring cleaning. As the year progresses the Committee will begin planning the 

re-carpeting of courts 1 and 2 during 2019.  
 

Health & Safety 

The Committee recently commissioned a review of our Health and Safety procedures at the Club and I 

am pleased to advise that the outcome has generally been positive. You will however notice a few 

changes as the year goes by. For example do not be surprised if we ring the fire bell to undertake a fire 

drill as it is important for members to know what to do if there is a fire in the pavilion. I am sure you will 

have noticed the defibrillator on the outside the building. These are becoming more common at sports 

grounds and public places and have proved successful in saving lives. Two training sessions have been 

held covering CPR and the use of the defibrillator but we hope we will not have to use our new found 

skills. In case of need all licensed coaches at the Club have been trained in emergency first aid. At a 

more basic level I should remind you that all players are responsible for their own health and safety 

when playing on our courts and you must take account of the weather and court conditions before 

deciding whether it is safe to play. 
 

By Laws 

The Committee has recently amended the Club’s By Laws to bring them into line with current practice at 

the Club. A copy of the new By Laws is provided with the membership renewal pack. Please read and 

comply with these amended By Laws. One change you will notice is that we have agreed to provide adult 

playing members with 4 tennis balls per court once a new ball rack is built in the pavilion. Please do not 

take more than 4 balls per court and hunt down any lost balls so that you can return all four balls to the 

rack after play. 
 

Website and Social Media 

All events at the Club will be advertised on the website, Facebook and the Club notice board so keep an 

eye on these for forthcoming attractions. On the website you will also find our On-Line Clothing Store 

where you can buy a wide range of smart tennis clothing branded with the new Club logo. There is free 

WiFi available in the pavilion – please see the notice board for login information. For other passwords 

and Facebook access please contact Zana Fletcher on zana.fletcher@virginmedia.com. 
 

Chris Hazell 

I was shocked to hear about the sudden death of Chris Hazell at the end of February. Chris did a huge 

amount of technical work on our website over the last 4 years and his skills will be a greatly missed by 

the Club. My sympathies go to his family and friends including the members of Chris’s regular tennis 

group on Sunday mornings. 
 

Volunteers 

Since my last letter a number of members have stood down from the Committee and we do need to 

recruit more volunteers for the vacant posts to cover such issues as grounds, publicity and management 

of the bar. If you are able to give some of your time to help the Club in these roles or if you can help the 

Club in any other way please contact me or another member of the Committee. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all Committee members for their fantastic work for the Club over the last 12 months. 

Thank you also to the many Club members who are not on the Committee but have given their time to 

help the Club in so many different ways. 
  

Best wishes for another enjoyable year of tennis at Avondale. 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Treacy 

Hon. Chairman 
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